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  October 2021 

The coolness of fall is overtaking the withering heat waves of summer. Before we know it, the season of giv-

ing thanks will lead into Advent preparations. While it is our custom to mark the advancement of time by the 

seasons we experience, and the holidays for which we prepare, the time is always right to remember that 

each of us is a child of God who has received grace upon grace. 

Soon, shopping hints and reminders will begin to nag after us, heralding the shopping season for a certain 

winter holiday. Retailers want us to hurry up and shop, but God calls us to “be still” (Psalm 46:10), “give 

thanks” (1 Chronicles 16:34), and “pray and not lose heart.” (Luke 18:1).  So let us begin now to fortify our-

selves against the commercial onslaught of spending and hurrying, for the opportunities for both will be 

plentiful. 

No matter what season the calendar tells us it is, it is always the season to remember that we belong to God. 

And as we reflect on God’s gift of grace, may we be still, give thanks, and pray. Remember that the name of 

the Lord’s Supper, the Eucharistic Feast, comes from the Greek word eucharistia which we translate into 

English as “thanksgiving.”  Let us remember that Thanksgiving is not simply the name of a certain day in No-

vember, but an attitude of gratitude for us, as people of faith, to take on at all times. With thanksgiving, we 

live lives of worship, service, fellowship, and prayer; as witnesses to and agents of God’s saving love in Jesus 

Christ. 

We have many things to be thankful for in the life and ministry of our church. There is a spirit of joy, humor, 

generosity, hospitality, and commitment in this congregation, and I give thanks for each one of you. We can 

be thankful that previous generations have been good stewards of the resources of our church.  Thanks to 

their generosity and wisdom, we have been entrusted with a comfortable and functional facility which we 

maintain. With this congregation’s continued generosity and support, we are able to continue the legacy of 

faith from our home on top of this hill. 

The time is always right to acknowledge our gratitude and respond, with thanksgiving, by offering our grate-

ful response of time, labor, and treasure as we carry out the life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church. 

The Lifeline newsletter provides information about opportunities for your participation in our shared life and 

ministry, and this edition also includes information about our Stewardship Campaign. 

In other news … The Cornerstone Class will conclude the present lecture series, Understanding the New Tes-

tament, at the end of October. Our next series, beginning in November, will be a book study of Everywhere 

You Look: Discovering the Church Right Where You Are. More information about the book and how to get 

your copy is coming soon. 

In the meantime, be still, give thanks, and pray. 

+ Pastor Joe 
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Clerk’s 

Corner 
Session Recap 

September 19, 2021 

The September regular meeting was held in person 
following worship. Pastor Joe opened our meeting 
with prayer. He thanked Diane, Troy, and Dixie who 
provided lunch for us today.  
 The Clerk reported a quorum was present. The mem-
bership total as of 08/15/21 was 99. The total mem-
bership on September 19, 2021, following Session 
actions is now 100.  
 Session actions: 
Approved the August 15, 2021, regular meeting 

minutes. 
Approved the request from David Sellers to become a 

member by Affirmation of Faith. His request was 
approved at a Special Session meeting before to-
day’s worship which allowed him to be received 
into membership during today’s worship service.  

Approved the request from Roland and Leslie Som-
mer to have their son Oliver Bernhard Sommer 
baptized on October 3, 2021.  

Approved Operations identifying a technician and 
then obtaining an evaluation of our HVAC and 
sound systems.  

Reviewed the October Calendar of events. 
Received the August 2021 Financial Report prepared 

by Carolyn McMillan:  
YTD income $175,607.12; expenses $142,845.80; 
Net $32,761.32. Troy Oliver, Treasurer, noted 
that the large net amount was due to a transfer 
of funds from our investment account to pay for 
significant repairs to the roof.  

 

Received the July Deacon’s minutes for information. 
Noted that our next regular Session meeting will be 
October 17, 2021, following worship.  
 
Committee Reports: 
CLS: The committee is planning to host a Meet-N- Eat 
on November 7. The specific menu and program will 
be finalized in October. 
Many of our mission projects are not in full operation 
due to the pandemic. The committee is researching 
how we can assist the Primary school and our other 
mission projects in new ways. A blanket party is 
planned for October 18th. 
The committee is looking for someone to plan some 
type of celebration for the 50th anniversary of the in-
stallation of the stained-glass windows.  
Operations: Art provided a status update on various 
projects. Property is still working on various AC issues 
which are not yet resolved. There is an issue with the 
elevator not working correctly. The sound system 
needs some repair or adjustment. 
Personnel: Troy provided personnel information for 
the budget.  
Nominating: Art Myers (chair) and his committee are 
working to find individuals to serve the six vacancies. 
There are three Deacon and three Elder positions 
available.  
Information:  
The Miami Valley Presbytery meeting was conducted 
via ZOOM on September 14, 2021. Pastor Joe Hinds, 
Elder Commissioner Ken Gadd, and Clerk of Session 
Kathleen Seewer attended the meeting.  
  
                 Kathleen Seewer 
              2021 Clerk of Session 

Stewardship 2022 
Pledge cards for 2022 are in the mail!   Please return 

them on or before November 7.  

 
 

Thank you         
Linda Hartsock 

for the new,  
beautiful fall 

wreath.           
What a wonderful 
greeting for each 
of us as we walk 

into church!  
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL 
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

HAPPY AUTUMN!  A lot of people like the cooler temperatures, the sunny days, and the changing colors of 
the trees.  Football, apple cider, pumpkin spice (EVERYTHING!!), and cozy sweaters are all part of the chang-
ing season – and my family is so happy it’s here. 
Summer was a fun time for us all – but now the kids are back to school (having the Montessori School right 
here in our very own building makes it so much easier for us).  September was another busy month in the 
life of the church.  We were able to prepare meal for the residents of St. Vincent in downtown Dayton, cook 
and serve a meal to the Fairborn Senior Citizens members, and provide items to the Fairborn City School 
pantry for the Transitional Living Program.  We also were blessed to welcome a new member into our con-
gregation, David Sellers. 
October is a month to get excited about things we have planned.  First, we have a baptism on the horizon for 
Oliver Bernhard Sommer.   We are so blessed to be able to watch him grow along with his sister Heidi, and 
to promise to be there for him as he starts to grow and begin his journey as a member of our extended fami-
ly.  We will be making blankets for the Transitional Living Program (more information to come).  Back again 
this year, we will be hosting Trunk or Treat in our parking lot at noon on October 30.  If you were able to par-
ticipate last year, you know how fun it was to see all the neighborhood children dressed up and 
enjoying looking at our cars that were decorated for Halloween and even some of our candy givers 
dressed up in costume.  
Bless you all as we journey through this season.   Until next month, we pray for your good health 
and happiness.   ~Ecclesial Mouse 

Judy, Cindy, Colleen, Linda, and Pastor Joe (not pictured) 
serving lunch at the Fairborn Senior Center on 

Wednesday,  September 22nd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome new member, 

Dave Sellers. 

We’re so happy to have you as part of 

our church family. 
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Linda, Julie, Pastor Joe, and Diane take do-
nated goods to the Fairborn School Pantry 
and the Wright State Food Pantry.  Donated 
items are divided between these two pan-
tries serving students in our community. A 
HUGE thank you goes out to Kathleen 
Seewer’s sorority, Epsilon Sigma Alpha Intl., 
Gamma Beta #3939, for their HUGE dona-
tion of items which were delivered to the 
church by Sam and Mary Lykins. 

Thank you, thank you! 

Adult Christian Education News 

Cornerstone Class meets each Wednesday at 2:00 pm in the Lounge.  This 
class consists of a variety of formats including book study, DVD series, and/

or Bible text.  You can join in any time without being at prior classes.  All 
are welcome. Snacks are served.  Come join us! 

We have “adopted” eight teachers from 
the Fairborn Schools plus our very own 
Leslie Sommer with Greenon Schools.  
Using our “Caring for Kids” mission budg-
et, we were able to purchase items for 
these teachers’ classrooms that, other-
wise, they would have had to use their 
own money.  The teachers 
provided Wish Lists on Fa-
cebook and Linda Hartsock 
searched the lists and or-
dered the items.  It is very 
much appreciated! 

Our Property Committee of Art Myers (Chair), Julie Brown, and 
Bill McMillan, along with their crew members - Jeff Firestone, 
Mitch Oliver, and Bob Hendrix - have been working hard on 
many maintenance issues.  This includes working on HVAC re-
pairs, a leaking roof, an elevator door opening partially, and a 
buzzing sound system.  The roof has been repaired, the eleva-
tor is working properly, and the sound system has been fixed.  

Some HVAC work has been done but more will 
be needed in the future. Thank you to those of 
you who donated to the Capital Repair Fund a 
few years ago.  We were able to hold those 
funds in reserve until now when we needed 
them.  Please let these people know how much 
we appreciate their hard work. 
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Happy Birthday! 

Oct   4 Leslie Sommer 

 6 Jim McMillan 

 7 Frank Eastep 

    Kathleen Seewer 

 12 Nancy Smith 

 15 Michael Seewer 

 16 Pat Kelsey 

 18 Scott King  

 19 Joyce Leister 

 20 Dixie Jenkins 

 21 Donna Kulhanek 

 23 Judy Myers 

  Roland Sommer 

29 Mary Ellen Hill 

30 Jane Bigelow 

     Vesta Warthman 

31 Julie Brown 

The Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries Network (POAMN) 
conference will be held virtually October 26-28,2021. There 
is a great list of presenters and there is always lots of ener-
gy and excitement, even virtually. More information is 
available at:  https://poamn.org/national-conference-2021/ 
If you would like to attend but would appreciate a scholar-
ship, please email Janet Miller 
at janetoptimist@gmail.com AND Chris Pomfret 
at cjpomfret1954@gmail.com 
The Third Thirty Network of Presbytery of the Miami Valley 
can support a limited number of scholarships. 

Thank you for the lovely 
flowers given by Ray and 
Marlene Acus and brought 
to me by my deacon, Bob 
Hendrix.  I love the color of 
the carnations and have 
been admiring and enjoying them all week! 
Yours in Christ, 
Harriet Ensor 

Trunk or Treat - October 30th, Noon - 2:00pm 

Our second annual “Trunk or Treat” for the community is  
planned for Saturday October 30th from noon to 2:00pm.  
We will use our parking lot closest to Broad St.  
Set up begins at 11:30 am.  Please feel free to 
decorate your car and dress in costume.  If you 
prefer, join in the fun as an observer.  It’s a lot 
of fun.  Don’t miss the laughs and great time!! 

Thank you Kroger shoppers.   By 
designating our church for your 
Community Rewards, we have received 
$140.32 so far this year from Kroger. 

Blanket Party - Monday Oct. 18 
10:00 am  Fellowship Hall 

No sewing skills required to make these 
fleece blankets for Fairborn students.  If 
you can tie a knot, you can help.  Please 
bring your favorite pair of scissors if you 
have one.  Soup and salad will be provided 
for lunch.  See you there! 

Save the Date - November 7th 

Let’s Do Lunch! 

We will serve lunch immediately after 
worship.  Come join us! More details to 
follow. 

Thank you so much for the beautiful bouquet of 
flowers that were on the chancel during our 
worship service!  I am so happy to be back in 
church! 
Pat Biggs. 

mailto:janetoptimist@gmail.com
mailto:cjpomfret1954@gmail.com
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October 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

10:15 am 

Worship with 

Communion  

4 

10:00 am     
Operations Mtg 

5 6 
10:00 am 

Operations Mtg 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  
Class —Lounge 

6:30 pm 
Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

7 8 9 

10 

10:15 am 

Worship 

11 

1:00 pm     
Cook at           

St. Vincent 

12 13 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  
Class —Lounge 

6:30 pm 
Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

14 

2:00 pm  

CLS Mtg -- 

Board Rm            

15 16 

17 

10:15 am 

Worship 

11:30 am 

Session Mtg 

18 
10:00 am 

Blanket Party 
Fellowship Hall 

19 20 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  
Class —Lounge 

6:30 pm 
Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

21 22 23 

24 

10:15 am 

Worship 

25 26 27 
11:30 am 

Lunch at Sr. Ctr. 
2:00 pm            

Cornerstone  
Class —Lounge 

6:30 pm 
Bells Rehearsal 
Fellowship Hall 

28 
November  

Lifeline 

articles due 

to church 

office   

29 30 

Noon - 2:00 pm 

 

31 

10:15 am 

Worship 
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Articles for the November Lifeline need  to be  in the office by October 28. 
There will be a limited number of copies of the Lifeline 

in the lower narthex at the Welcome/Visitors table if you want to pick one up.        
_____________ 

Please let the office  know of any meetings that you have scheduled in the church building  
so that we can maintain an accurate calendar and answer questions as folks call. 

SCHOOL PANTRY NEEDS 
A shopping list is provided for your use.  Any items collected will be divided between the Fairborn 
School Pantry and the Wright State Pantry.  You can leave items in the bins in the narthex.  If you 
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me know.  I’ll be happy to help. 
Linda Hartsock 
School Pantry Coordinator 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pasta Noodles     Oatmeal     Crackers 
Pasta Sauce     Pancake Mix (add water only)  Snacks 
Ravioli (Can or individual)   Pancake Syrup     Canned Vegetables  
Soup      Poptarts     Juice 
Rice and Noodle Mixes   Nuts      Paper Towels 
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)  Pudding     Toilet Paper 
Tuna and Chicken cans   Fruit cups     Shampoo/Cond. 
Vegetable Oil/Spray    Peanut Butter     Body Wash 
Cereal      Jelly      Feminine Hygiene 
Breakfast bars/muffins 

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr.,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
phone:  937-878-3954 

email:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 

 
“The Friendliest Church in Town” 

 
Sunday Worship:  10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website 

 
Pastor:  Reverend Joe Hinds 

    email:  pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com 
Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 
Choir Director:  Shelda Cox 

Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman   

SESSION 
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Elaine Brown, Julie Brown, Ken Gadd, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers, 

Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt  

mailto:firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com

